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In this course support is carried out a complex theoretical, methodological and 

historiographical research of terrorism, its types are systematized and there are examined the 

essence, ideology and psychology of terrorism. Moreover, it analyses the religious factor within in 

the context of modern terrorism and extremism, as well, Islamic terrorism and extremism. The 

edition studies the impact of globalization processes on the escalation of international terrorism, 

explore the main reasons for the growth of the international terrorist threat in the world today and 

observes the international terrorist organizations, in particular, the threat emanating from the Islamic 

State terrorist organization. Likewise, identifies methods of combating and preventing terrorism at 

the modern stage.  

The materials are intended for academia, students, Master and PHD students, and those 

interested of the concerned topic in the political sciences and international relations areas, as well 

for structures responsible for the state security and combating terrorism. 
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PRELIMINARIES 

 

The optional course “International Terrorism” is designed for the first cycle students of the 

second study year at International Relations specialty. 

The objective of the course is to develop students’ conception of terrorism and international 

terrorism, to study its nature, forms and manifestations in the modern world, as well as the 

approaches to combating and prevention of this phenomenon at national, regional and international 

level. In this course there will be carried out a theoretical, methodological and historiographical 

analysis of terrorism, its types will be systematized, will be examined the essence, ideology, 

psychology of terrorism, the religious factor in the context of modern terrorism and extremism, 

Islamic terrorism and extremism, will be analyzed the impact of globalization processes on the 

escalation of international terrorism, will be examined the main reasons for the growth of the 

international terrorist threat in the world today, will be considered the international terrorist 

organizations, in particular, the threat emanating from the Islamic State terrorist organization - 

Daesh, and methods of combating and preventing terrorism at the modern stage will be identified. In 

this course there will be also addressed the roots of terrorism in the context of social, political, 

ethnic, religious and other conflicts. As a result of the course the students will properly use the 

conceptual apparatus - the terms “terror”, “terrorism”, “radicalism”, “extremism”, “fanaticism”, 

“fundamentalism”, which are characteristic for the current stage in terrorist activity development, 

associated with the collapse of the bipolar world and the processes of globalization. It is very actual 

in the contemporary conditions to familiarize students with the activity of international 

organizations in combating terrorism (UN, EU, Council of Europe, NATO, OSCE, CIS, etc.). A 

particular attention the author pays to the prevention measures and to international cooperation of 

the Republic of Moldova in the field of combating terrorism.  

The course “International Terrorism” allows students to acquire the most advanced knowledge 

and skills in the analysis of terrorism, its forms and approaches to combating it necessary for 

working in the state bodies and public organizations involved in ensuring the national security and 

in foreign policy sphere of the state. 

As a result of mastering the discipline the students will form the following general 

competencies: analyzing and synthesizing central problems in the field of international relations; 

setting research goals and objectives; selecting evidence-based ways to achieve and solve them; 

mastering basic methods, ways and means of getting, storing, processing and presenting the 

information for solving professional and socially significant tasks; developing analytical skills and 

critical thinking of the students in the process of theoretical analysis; using foreign language 

(English) in the course of study and research of international relations; manifesting tolerance in the 

process of personal communication.   

Professional competencies generated in that learning process are the following: knowledge of 

scientific categories inherent for the given discipline, argumentation of theoretical studies in the 

field of terrorism, evaluation of the research’s level and the specificity of theoretical approaches in 

the works of the authors analyzed; development of proposals on effective methods for preventing 

terrorism in the modern democratic society, inclusively, in the Republic of Moldova; prediction of 



the terrogene situation’s evolution and the specifics of perceiving international terrorism in various 

regions of the world; assessment of the danger posed by international terrorist organizations; 

analysis of antiterrorist cooperation of certain states and international organizations at the UN level.  

The main objectives of the course in accordance with the curriculum are as follows, on the level 

of knowledge: to define the notion of terrorism, international terrorism and extremism; to identify 

the main features, characteristics and causes of terrorism in modern conditions; to characterize the 

main types of terrorism; to describe the characteristics of Islamic terrorism and extremism; to 

investigate the main causes of increasing international terrorist threat in the world today; to consider 

the political aspects of globalization, leading to the growth of international terrorism, to summarize 

the key legal aspects of the fight against terrorism within the framework of international 

organizations; at the level of skills: to differentiate terrorism from radicalism, extremism, 

fundamentalism, fanaticism; to establish peculiarities of the conventional mechanism to combat 

transnational terrorism; to summarize the basic elements and features of the counter-terrorism 

cooperation in Europe; to reveal the specifics of international cooperation in the fight against 

terrorism at the regional level; at the level of integration: to evaluate the legal bases of states’ 

cooperation in combating international terrorism; to be able to analyze the problem of terrorism in 

national, regional and global context; to analyze international terrorism as a reflection of tendencies 

and manifestation of the contradictions of globalization development; to evaluate the UN counter-

terrorism strategy; to examine critically the issue of ‘double standards’ in politics of a number of 

leading world powers and its influence on the degree of the UN effectiveness in the fight against 

international terrorism; to predict possible future manifestation of terrorism in modern society.  

The individual work on the course includes a review of a theoretical work or a monograph, a 

report, an individual research with presentation of the results, a study of the problem on a concrete 

example, a PPT presentation (bibliographic research, development of tables and schemes, 

information-analytical presentation of the analysis problem). The subjects of individual and group 

work is oriented to the development of skills necessary for theoretical research, analytical and 

practical skills needed for future experts and diplomatic workers in the field of international 

relations. 

Upon completion of the course "International Terrorism" students must professionally possess 

the following concepts and categories: terrorism, terror, international terrorism, extremism, 

radicalism and fundamentalism; ideological varieties and types of terrorism; psychological aspects 

of terrorism, religious terrorism; modern Islamist terrorism; the phenomenon of  "new terrorism", 

terrorism as the "asymmetric warfare". In addition, they must master the main strategies in the 

terrorism fight and prevention, as well, as the main directions of international cooperation in the 

fight against terrorism, and they must be able to analyze the causal relationship of specific terrorist 

acts in different parts of the world nowadays. Basing on the knowledge acquired within the course, 

students should be prepared to make political forecasts, taking into account the changing political 

processes and the geopolitical situation in the context of the international terrorism escalation. 

Formation of competencies, goals and objectives of the course, evaluation of students will be 

conducted by means of lectures and seminars on the subject “International Terrorism.” At the same 

time students’ training and the formation of competencies will be carried out by means of placing 

theoretical materials and practical requirements on the Moodle platform. 


